
 

Health concerns of women and infants in times of natural disasters: Lessons
learned from Hurricane Katrina

   
   
   
Abstract:

Pregnant women and infants have unique health concerns in the aftermath of a natural disaster such as
Hurricane Katrina. Although exact numbers are lacking, we estimate that approximately 56,000 pregnant
women and 75,000 infants were directly affected by the hurricane. Disruptions in the supply of clean water
for drinking and bathing, inadequate access to safe food, exposure to environmental toxins, interruption of
health care, crowded conditions in shelters, and disruption of public health and clinical care infrastructure
posed threats to these vulnerable populations. This report cites the example of Hurricane Katrina to focus
on the needs of pregnant women and infants during times of natural disasters and provides considerations
for those who plan for the response to these events. 

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10995-007-0177-4   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Food/Water
Security, Human Conflict/Displacement

Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Geographic Feature:  

Author(s): Callaghan WM, Rasmussen SA, Jamieson DJ, Ventura SJ, Farr SL, Sutton PD,
Mathews TJ, Hamilton BE, Shealy KR, Brantley D, Posner SF
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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